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T|rouglJ fijp Housfilonir Uallpg.

^' A S old as the hills," figuratively speaking, is popularly supposed

to carry with the assertion the inference that our Hills were

made at the time "when the miorning stars first sang together," but

geological theories destroy the strength of this inference, and we are

in these latter days, the blessed privilege only of speaking, with-

out regard to their age, of the grandeur and glory alone of the hills

which stand proudly up in their places round about us. As old as

any hills, then, we may safely say—none being more grand and

glorious—are the low-lying ranges of the Taghkanics, where " The

Dome" and Monument Mountain are prominently placed, like sen-

t'nels, above the charming valley of the Housatonic River, as are also

the closely-drawn-together Hoosacs, from the bases of which the

Hoosac River runs quickly away to the northward. The grandeur of

the hills and the picturesque beauty of the valleys, where both of

these mountain ranges find their homes, have for long years fascinated

the world, both at home and abroad, and made for themselves an

enviable fame by their notably attractive features of living loveliness.

In a preceding publication, entitled " The Hills and Homes of

Berkshire," the writer of these pages, only a few years ago, issued a

hastily prepared illustrated sketch of some of the most popular points

of interest to be found within the region of the Berkshire Hills. This

found so large a constituency of interested readers as to necessitate

repeated editions, and helped to create a demand for a second work

of a similar nature, which should combine with much of the descrip-

tive matter of the first publication, a more minute representation of

some of the charming scenery and attractive features of landscape of
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the lower Housatonic Valley, through which lies the natural route to

the celebrated locality of Berkshire

—

"
. . on and up where Nature's heart

Beats strong amid the hills,"

of which region appreciatively writes " Godfrey Greylock," who has

grown gray living, loving and lingering among the " hills and valleys,

lakes and streams, farms and fields," where Berkshire holds all these

in close embrace, and to whom all that is beautiful, all that is attract-

ive, all that is notable in the charmed circle of his life-long home,

are as familiar as household words. He says :
" If the traveler seeks

some object for a day's or a week's wonder, some tremendous cataract

or heaven-piercing Cordillera, he must seek it elsewhere. But if he

ask for a retreat among wild and picturesque scenery, adorned by

much that is pleasant and refined in his city life, but far removed

from its heat and turmoil ; where he can draw closer the silken cord

of social intercourse, and yet throw loose some of its galling chains ;

where Nature ennobles by her greatness, but never chills with a

frown—he may find it all amid the varied beauty of the Berkshire

Hills."

And these hills, loved by those who live among them and revered

by those who have gone out from homes high up on the hill-tops or

down in the valleys, made famous both in legend and lyric, were

never more magnificent and fascinating than they are to-day. But

their fame is not of to-day alone. They were known and admired

of many people in other parts of the world long years ago, and long

years ago they were sought out by the then rarely-to-be-found

tourists and pleasure-seekers of our country's early days, and have

grown, as years have increased, into such prominence and notoriety

as an interesting and salubrious resort for seekers after health and

recreation as to have long held a world-wide reputation for being a

most delightful residence and temporary resting-place, admirably

adapted for the sensible enjoyment of the pleasures and relaxations

sought for nowadays by the world at large in the delightful expe-

riences of a "summer in the country."

The attractions and allurements of the Berkshire Hills are also

happily supplemented by the recognized advantages of their prox-
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imity to the large cities of the country, the attractiveness of the

regions through which wayfarers naturally made their pilgrimages to

find this health-giving Mecca of their hopes, and the admirable

facilities now provided for those who choose—if only for a brief

season—to enter in and dwell there.

Journey with us, then, indulgent reader, if you will, from New

York, the fast-becoming metropolis of the world, along the borders

of Long Island Sound, over the New York, New Haven & Hartford

Railroad, to the beautiful and thrifty city of Bridgeport, down by

the Sound, where it connects with the Housatonic System, the

latter of which reaches out its tracks of steel over, in, around and

among the low-lying hills and blooming valleys, far away to where

the Housatonic River winds its sometimes tumultuous and often

tortuous courses among

" Rough quarries, rocks and hills,

Whose heads touch Heaven,"

from the thrifty land of wooden nutmegs, through almost the entire

reach of Berkshire's limits to the quiet region where it finds its

source, so near the summit of rugged hill-tops that from the places

where emanate the bubbling springs which form the river's source,

the mountain ranges and the hills of the Green Mountain State

bend low and make their obeisance to the blending beauty of their

southern neighbors.

Of the Housatonic River it is written by one who had canoed its

whole length, from its laughing streamlets among the mountains to

its open mouth down by the sea, in appreciative words like these :

' A river is a poem. . . . An epic is likely, however, to grow tire-

some
; a river, never . . . The Housatonic River, the finest of

poems, is the chief ornament of Berkshire County, the finest of

prose."

And this noted and beautiful river, in dashing down among the

mountains or winding its way through widespread meadows, has

many charming stretches, where it washes first the feet of the bold

mountain-sides and then toys with the neatly-graveled road-bed of

the Housatonic Railroad, grows weary in turning mill-wheels, and

anon sleeps lazily in its meadow-land bed, while coquetting with the



shadows which come to it from both its easterly and westerly banks.

Along much of its way it is closely walled in by precipitous, rock-

ribbed mountain-sides, which seemingly have been placed there

simply to prevent the stream from being contaminated by a connec-

tion with the outside world. And thus it alternately wakes and

sleeps, first leaping from its forest-fringed bed among the hills, then

lazily looking up to the sky from its grass-grown borderings, and then

again laughing and rollicking along its way over treacherously made

beds of gravel and boulders, adown rapids and runways, around the

points of bold headlands, dropping in its descent from Pittsfield,

where the east and west branches come together, to the famous

Canaan Falls at Falls Village, 295 feet, and from thence to its junc-

tion with the Xaugatuck River at Derby, 612 feet.

The canoeist previously referred to, in closing a detailed descrip-

tion of his canoe voyage from Pittsfield among the hills to Stratford

on the Sound, thus graphically and truthfully writes of the Housa-

tonic River :
" It is a beautiful stream from beginning to end.

Whoever descends it—indeed, in whatever way—will undoubtedly

retain in memor>- unfading scenes of rare beauty which he will,

nevertheless, unhappily find as impossible to describe as the charms

of a perfect poem."

The writer hereof, who ha«; journeyed frequently the whole

length of the Housatonic Valley, from Pittsfield to Bridgeport, has

never done so without finding new delights, either in charming

scenes of meadow landscape, flanked by both sloping and abrupt

hill-sides, sentineled by peeping hill-tops and mingled with near and

far mountain views of grandeur, magnificence and well-drawn lines

of simple beauty. From the windows of the railway car hasty

glimpses of all these can be seen by the eye of a watchful observer ;

a drive along the carriage-way brings them out more clearlv, but a

walk of leisure along the railway track affords the best means of

seeing and enjoying the natural beauties of the river, the valley, the

meadows and the mountains. The glistening river, the sinuous

track of the railway, the towering mountains, the piles of brown,

bare and rugged rocks, the hamlets and villages, the activities of

the pleasant rural life—all make excellent companionship for the



pleasure-seeking traveler as he wends his way onward. Bright faces

from smiling landscapes, lo\v murmurings from the flowing river, cool

breezes from the mountain-side, bright sunshine from cloudless

skies, were the never-to-be-forgotten companions of a late-in-autumn

journey, " afoot and alone," through the Housatonic Valley, in the

recently closed year of our Lord, 1889, which was, both in its

simplest detail and in its entirety, so full of sensible sight-seeing

and sound enjoyment, that there is no hesitation whatever in saying'

to all lovers of out-door enjoyment, " Go and do likewise." One,

two, five or ten miles, as the case may be, tramping through the

Housatonic Valley in summer, by tourists or pleasure-seekers, will

furnish a fund of interesting reminiscences from which to draw for

either recollection or recital for a long time afterward.
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From HpIii }jmh !q Eribgpporl.

T~) OLLIXG out from under the magnificently arched and broadly

trussed iron roof of the Grand Central Depot, corner Fourth

Avenue and Forty-second Street, New York City, on a summer day,

via the Xew York, Xew Haven <S: Hartford Railroad, is a pleasant

and agreeable thing to do, of itself alone ; but when such travelers

have the breezy hills of Berkshire for a destination the pleasure of

the hour is greatly intensified, and impatient tourists are often

found wishing for the wings of the wind, that the desired haven of

rest and recreation may be reached with a loss of the least possible

fragment of time.

We will step into the cars with our Berkshire-bound travelers,

and journey with them up through the stony and rock-ribbed

regions of western Connecticut, along by the waters of Long Island

Sound, and from our car windows note the beauties and attractions

of the passing hour, as we dash onward toward our destination far

up the Housatonic Yalley.

The breezy hills of Berkshire, the beautiful valley of the Housa-

tonic, the thrifty farm life, the pure and bracing atmosphere, the

charming drives, excellent roadways and babbling brooks, the spirit

of peace and contentment, of rest and recreation, of cosiness and

comfort—these are all to be found in abundance in the neighbor-

hood of the Dome of the Taghkanics ; and to those who know by

experience of all the blessings and benefits to be had from sojourn-

ing in summer among the Berkshire Hills, it is neither matter of

wonder or surprise that such large numbers of people flee from the

crowded, hot and dusty streets of the city, where toil and tumult

reign, to the quiet and peaceful nooks to be found in such abun-

dance among the hills of Western Connecticut or the mountains of

Western Massachusetts.



But we are off the track, and will switch back upon the main

line and move out of the Grand Central Depot, having bright antici-

pations of experiencing pure, unalloyed country-life enjoyments.

We dash on low down through the street and avenue bowels of

Gotham, at first under oft-repeated passage-ways, above the thickly

thronged streets, and with our bundles of baggage well stowed away,

we get fairly settled down to the reality of our journey as we leap

across the Harlem River, and flit scornfully by New York's ragged

suburbs, until we reach the quiet old town of New Rochelle, when

we begin to feel that we are really in the country. Then on,

through bare and black-looking Mamaroneck, pleasantly shaded

Larchmont Manor, the pretty and pretentious Westchester villages

of Rye and Port Chester, and Connecticut Greenwich, with its

beautiful country residences of wealthy New Yorkers, and where

the old Americus Club House of the Tweed ring in its palmy days

stands boldly up before the eye to the eastward in full view while

passing the famous Cos Cob bridge. We nod at the home-like

former home of Edwin Booth, on our right after crossing the

bridge, with its miniature forest of shade trees and long reaches of

massive stone walls, on to Stamford, where, according to the little

dodgers thrown thickly into the cars, we are assured that a

"delicious cup" of coffee can here be had, and at the same time

are informed that the opportunity of possessing this palatable drink

is a boon to mankind, as Artemus Ward would have said in his

saying days—a sweet boon, indeed. After sipping this delicious

cup of coffee, or perhaps after gulping down oysters by the plateful,

at Stamford, we rattle and roll on, with little to attract attention or

excite admiration, save the glistening waters of Long Island Sound,

with I>ong Island itself stretched away against the horizon southeast-

wardly, like a lengthened cloud-bank half buried in restless and bil-

lowy waters. We halt at South Norwalk briefly, and then glide on to

Ridgefield, Conn—It is extremely difficult to single out a

special locality along the picturesque Housatonic System, and

term it the most enchanting and restful to the tired business man

who seeks a country home free from the turmoil of commercial life,

inasmuch as Nature has been unsparing in distributing exquisite bits

of landscape throughout this entire railroad system.



Nooks most refreshing abound where charming rivulets and

sparkling water-falls sing and splash the live-long day
;

glorious

hill-tops rise and majestic mountains tower, possessing scenes far-

reaching and superb, and foliage as rich and varied as elsewhere

greets the eye ; where inviting valleys lie cool and refreshing.

These are the features that mark the Housatonic System, and

annually attract thousands of visitors to the various points it

touches.

Conceding all the attractions and advantages of other noted

resorts, it should be borne in mind that Ridgefield is a typical New

England village, situated in the southwestern part of Connecticut,

near New York, fifteen miles north of Long Island Sound, on the

Danbury & Norwalk division of the Housatonic System, eight

hundred feet above tide-water, free from malarial influences and

annoying insect pests.

The famous battle of Ridgefield, in which engagement General

Wooster received a mortal wound, and the daring Arnold was dis-

mounted by a bullet, is familiar to all readers of American history.

Ridgefield's broad main avenue, over a mile in length, shaded on

either side by massive elms and graceful maples, possessing gently-

sloping lawns to the superb driveway (lawns always closely mown,

producing a velvety appearance), the many ridges affording advan-

tageous building sites and possessing magnificent views in every

direction, especially a most sightly view of the Sound fifteen miles

southward and an enchanting scene from West Mountain, taking in

the Twin Lakes and far-distant Hudson highlands and Shawangunk

range to the westward ; the invigorating air and the exceptionally

charming drives ; excellent fishing and boating ; the social pleasures

afforded by the well-known Ridgefield Club ; and, added to all

these advantages, the excellent railroad facilities offered by the

Housatonic Company, make this village deservedly popular as a

summer resort for people of culture and refinement.

Good board is obtainable at reasonable prices, and the groceries

and markets are above par.

From South Norwalk we continue our journey to

Bridgeport, where we stop again, and are filled with wonder
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and amazement as to where all the people belong who are ever at

this depot " when the cars come in," and who are ever found elbow-

ing and crowding themselves up and down the platform of the rail-

way station. If we are only thoughtful enough at the New York

Grand Central Depot to take the cars labeled "Housatonic Rail-

road " (the Berkshire Hills Route) we shall have nothing to do

here but to see people miscellaneously run to and fro wildly, appa-

rently demonstrating quite clearly what a fool humanity can make

of itself without cause or provocation, when traveling, and more

especially when traveling for pleasure. But the whistles shriek, the

bells ring, the motley crowd press back from the edge of the plat-

form ; the ponderous train, with heavily loaded baggage cars, richly

furnished parlor cars and well-appointed railway coaches linked

closely together, moves off, leaving us to pursue our quiet journey

up the Housatonic Valley. And here will the hours of enjoyment

make themselves apparent to our perhaps wearied senses, and we

can begin to breathe in the health-giving atmosphere which will be

ours to enjoy more and more fully the farther we move onward

in a northerly direction.

Bridgeport, with its successful manufactories, its prosperous

marts of trade, its handsome and well-shaded residence streets and

its charming social life, offers great inducements to the traveler to

make something more than the short stay which the regular routine

of daily train running affords ; and, to those who have the time, a

tarrying of between trains, or a sojourn of a day or two more, will

not by any means be lost time, but will be fragments of time well

spent, and mayhap give greater zest for the enjoyment of what may

be in store as we leave the salt-water breezes behind and go on to

the region of the fresh air of the mountains. Here are the offices

and headquarters of the Housatonic System, in commodious and

well-appointed rooms, just across the street from the railway depot,

where any desired information regarding the road or the country

through which it runs may be obtained.







Prom Bri&gp|iort !o t|p Eprks|irp Hills.

A FTER a brief halt amid the busy bustle at Bridgeport, always

lively and throbbing in the vicinity of the railway depot, we

move onward up the Housatonic Valley over the Housatonic

System, with an excellent road-bed, new and elegant drawing-

room cars and coaches, and with pleasant and attentive service.

We thread our way in among both wooded and bald knolls, and

twist and turn, and come and go, forward and backward, until our

train has much the appearance of "an eight-hand round" figure in

a country dance. When eight miles away from Bridgeport we pass

the station of

Long Hill, where the celebrated " Parlor Rock " picnic grounds

of the Housatonic System are located, and where picnics

abound during all the long summer months. Pleasant groves, shady

walks, rocks and rills and rushing water-falls, are in plentiful supply,

and grounds for games, tables for picnic lunching, seats for lounging,

swings for exercise, and all the desired belongings, are generously

provided. And so Ave pass on to the station of

Botsford, where the New Haven & Derby Division of the

Housatonic System leads to Stevenson, Shelton, Ansonia, Bir-

mingham, Derby and New Haven, and press on till we reach the

pleasant region of

Newtown, so pleasant, indeed, that during the summer months

its homes are well filled, its roadways thronged, and its broad acres

well rambled over by numberless guests from the cities, who get

good air, good living, rest and recreation, and health and strength,

at very reasonable rates^ so far as dollars and cents are concerned.

The quaint old village of Newtown is so quaint, so quiet, so pleasantly

and commandingly situated, as to carry us captive at will, as it has

scores of other lookers-on upon its fascinating features of Nature.



The broad and neatly kept streets and interesting turned-down

hide-and-seek by-ways, the trim and snug residences, and the com-

manding views in all directions, make the village thoroughfares the

most attractive and delightful of their kind in the ordinary reach

of summer resting-places. Pleasant walks are near at hand, and

charming drives reach out both far and near, toward every point of

the compass. Up hill and down dell, " over the hills and far away,"

good roads and fine scenery abound on every hand. Fountain Lake

nestles down quietly and lovingly just beyond the confines of the

westerly village boundary ; and Danbury, with its hats for all the

world, and its industrious hatters who make them, lies in full and

fair view from the highest point of the divide, between the village

and Fountain Lake, seemingly sleeping itself to death—which it isn't

—on a sloping hill-side, ten miles to the westward. Beautiful farms

and the very thriftiest kind of pleasantly located, attractive looking

Connecticut farm houses, are scattered broadcast over all the land-

scape, both near at hand and afar off. The spires of the churches

of high-up-in-the-heavens old Litchfield, where beautiful hill-top

scenery and cool breezes woo numberless guests from their city

homes and win their admiration, can be seen to the northeastwardly

from the roundabout hill-tops of Newtown. Busy Bridgeport is

only twenty miles distant to the southward, and brass-bound

Waterbury twenty miles away to the eastward, on the line of the

New York & New England Railroad. " The Glen," an evergreen-

shaded, wild and picturesque drive, by the side of and overhanging

the waters of the Paucatuck River, just before they join those of

the Housatonic River at the abrupt bend of a bold and rock-bound

chasm, which is spanned by a picturesquely poised bridge of the

New York & New England Railroad, has scarce its ecjual of interest-

ing novelty in all New England. Here and hereabouts sight-seers

and pleasure-seekers can come and go at will for many an hour,

taking in among other attractions, if it so please them, the Siamese

twin tunnels of tlie Housatonic and New York t^^ New England

Railroads, with their beds and roofs of solid rock ; and, on swinging

around the circle in any desired direction, enjoying the wild and

varied scenery here found among blossoming fields, beside glistening
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streams, or in gazing at well wooded mountain sides, where the soft

blue haze 'neath a summer sky gives a mellow brilliancy and beauty

to the slowly broadening landscapes that roll up before the eye in

the panoramic movements of summer day drives and rambles.

As those who tarry here may perhaps be interested to know what

is in waiting for those who wend their way still farther up, in a

northerly direction, we will proceed on our journey along the rail-

way track and still continue to tattle as we go. Soon after leaving

NewtOAvn our path is sufficiently elevated to enable us to overlook

a broad stretch of country to the eastward, from which direction

we are quite likely to see trains of cars on the Xew York (k New

England Railroad, with locomotives panting and puffing for dear

life, as if attempting to dive into one of the tunnels just ahead of

us, and to come out far enough in advance to enable them to reach

Hawleyville, the next station, before we do. At Hawleyville

we find a "grand railroad centre." The Housatoxic Railroad

from Bridgeport and South Xorwalk to Pittsfield and to the State

Line, where connections are made for Albany and all points west

;

the Xew York & New England Railroad from Fishkill-on-the-Hudson

to everywhere away down east ; the Shepaug, Litchfield &: Northern

Railroad from Hawleyville to Litchfield, high up among the hills

to the eastward—cross each other here, and have a brisk interchange

of traffic. A few minutes will suffice to see all that is to be seen

from the car windows, and then we move on to

Washington which is three-quarters of a mile from Wash-

ington Station, on the Shepaug, Litchfield & X'orthern Railroad.

Its elevation is about one thousand feet.

'* The pleasantest and most desirable spot in the entire county,

to my mind, is Washington, where a number of New Yorkers have

within a few years built cottages. For tranquil beauty, pure air

and romantic diversity, it cannot easily be surpassed. Some of the

cottages cost, with their grounds, from $40,000 to $50,000, though

most of them are much less expensive and all are in good taste.

A more attractive colony I have not seen for many a day. The

tone of everything is subdued and inviting, without the slightest

suggestion of prodigality or ostentation. Washington contains that
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excellent school known as the Gunnery, from the Frenchman,

Frederick Gunn. Avho recently died. Four or five of the Gunnery

pupils have put up cottages and pass four or five months of the

year there."— I. H. B., in Boston Advertise}'.

The Congregational and Episcopal Churches are on the Green;

the Methodist, Roman Catholic and Swedish Churches are at

Washington Depot. There is a large hall where lectures, concerts

and dramatic entertainments are given during the summer. A
circulating library of about two thousand volumes, and a free

reading room with daily and weekly papers and magazines, are

ojDen six afternoons in the week throughout the summer.

The " Washington Field Club " offers facilities for base ball,

tennis and bowling.

Private enterprise and public spirit combine to add new com-

forts and conveniences every year. Concrete walks are gradually

being extended throughout the village. The ''Steep Rock"

property has recently come into the possession of a gentleman

who is having beautiful drives opened in all directions, the same

to be free to all. Cothren, in his history of Ancient Woodbury,

says that from the top of Steep Rock "the spectator has one of

the most interesting and lovely prospects in the State. The scene

presents at the south an area in the form of an amphitheatre, the

sides of which are covered with the primeval forests. The She-

paug River is seen flowing in a beautiful circle at the base of

the bluff, enclosing in its curve cultivated fields, the whole scene

furnishing to the admiring beholder one of the finest landscapes

in nature." Mallory Brook, The Hemlocks, Lake Waramaug, The

Pinnacle and Mount Tom Pond, are among the favorite resorts

for picnics.

Litchfield, a most delightful and popular summer resort. It is

a beautiful rolling country, on the high plateau which forms the

southern extremity of the Green ^Mountain range, and falls rather

precipitously at its eastern and western edges into the valleys of the

Naugatuck and Shepaug. The village, 1200 feet above the sea-

level, and far above malaria and mosquitoes, is about three and a

half hours from Xew York City. Bantam Lake, the largest in the





State, three miles southwest, abounds in black bass and other game

fish. On its northern shore, with a railroad station near, is a sum-

mer house, recently enlarged and beautifully fitted up with twenty-

eight guests' rooms, with bowling and billiards, and with boating and

sailing outfits.

In the village a large summer hotel accommodates one hundred

and fifty people ; another hotel fifty, while there are many boarding

houses. Thirty-five city families own and occupy residences, while

fifteen or twenty cottages are annually rented ; all increasing the

ordinary town and village population by one thousand or more at

the height of the season.

There is no neater or more beautiful village than Litchfield.

It has three miles of concrete walk, and its main streets, one

hundred and twenty to two hundred feet wide, are shaded with

double, sometimes quadruple, rows of magnificent elms. The

wide lawns and shady parks are constantly mown, and there is a

fine lawn tennis ground.

The town is typical farming country, and a number of noted

stock farms show the most improved agriculture. The roads are the

finest in the county, and the drives offer easier grades than are often

found at this altitude. The lake basin stretches from four to six

miles south and west of ''town hill," while, within easy range,

numerous mountain towns and picturesque drives afford enchanting

views of this most beautiful country. At

Brookfield Junction, where a branch of the Housatomic

System leads down to Danbury and South Norwalk, or climbs

up from Danbury, with its hats and its Danbury-News-Man, accord-

ing to the Avay which one is traveling, the knolls grow higher, steeper

and more peaked, at once the most prominent features of the land-

scape, and the traveler often finds himself wondering what they were

made for. Thence we pass on to the quiet old town of

Brookfield. and then on again along the easterly borders of the

Danbury or Still River, which, quite singularly, runs rapidly away to

the northward, turning busy mill-wheels at Brookfield, and, farther

on, near its confluence v/ith the Housatonic River, where we first

sight the latter stream and reach the Housatonic \'alley proper,
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crossing Housatonic's waters for the first time, a few rods only above

the celebrated Lover's Leap—a narrow, gorged water-fall, famed in

aboriginal legendary lore as well as for its natural beauties. Here

we find one of the most striking points of interest in the valley,

presenting as it does a bold representation of combined rugged

mountain and dashing water, in one weird and wild picture, which

Nature has ever hung upon the wall of her New England gallery.

Here also we are at the side-door of the charmingly located and

busy town of

New Milford, with its near-by stretch of emerald-green meadows,

over against bold mountain sides and the pleasant slopes on which

it rests peacefully, looking away to the low-down western sky and

summer sundown glories with much apparent complacency. This

charming region of land and water, blending well together, only a

few miles away from the gateway of the Cornwall hills and gorges,

the tobacco mart of the Housatonic A^ alley, and the hospitable home

of much wealth and worth, has many attractions for summer tourists.

Lake Wauramaug, over the hills to the eastward, but still within easy

reach of the village streets, with its excellent facilities for fishing

and rowing, and other small bodies of water where the finny tribes

abound—more or less—have much that is tempting to the summer

wanderers, disciples of the gentle Izaak Walton. Good public

accommodations are found in the village, and attractive temporary

homes among well-to-do farmers are easily secured in the surround-

ing region of country. A village green, or mall, which easily chal-

lenges comparison with others of its kind in far more pretentious

localities, is one of the most beautiful features of New England

country life. The stately elms, the handsome public buildings and

residences, elegant churches and well-kept grounds, dwell in har-

mony together, all so near and yet so far from the maddening crowd

of the business streets and marts of trade and traffic of the town.

It is a rare page of village beauty from the book of Nature, and the

villagers may well be proud of it. The Architect of the universe

made it beautiful in its first estate, and the hand of man has added

to its natural charms, until, if it may be equaled elsewhere, it may

not well be elsewhere excelled. After leaving New Milford we
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pass the quiet hamlet of Merwinsville, to the beautiful and

thrifty village of

Kent, at which latter place we find ourselves hand in hand with

the Cornwalls among the mountains—mountains with precipitous

sides, with deep-cut gorges and evergreen mountain summits, at the

feet of which the Housatonic River and the Housatonic Rail-

road, winding their tortuous ways side by side, find scarcely room

for comfortable resting-places without encroaching one upon the

other's relegated domain. And now our way is closely mountain-

lined on either side, rugged, rambling and rocky, our first stopping

place being that of

Cornwall Bridge, a small foot-of-mountain hamlet, where

peace and plenty dwell in quietness and seclusion sufficiently

intense, seemingly, to satisfy the most earnest searcher after a rural

life made up of mingled repose and natural beauty. Here grand

old hills stand proudly up on either hand, as if to shut out the great

world with its daily procession of struggles and strifes which go to

make up at one and the same time the gladsome and sadly-told

story of human life, from the pleasant and peaceful haunts by the

borders of the beautiful stream which here dashes along its winding

way in its course from the mountains to the sea, in undisturbed

possession and occupancy of the valley through which it passes

—

always going but never gone ; always moving but never resting ; a

beautiful picture here, a picturesque illustration there, attractive

and fascinating everywhere, but nowhere presenting such scenes of

bold and closely mountain-lined sublimity and grandeur as here

among the Cornwalls. As we pass onward from Cornwall Bridge to

West Cornwall, we call to mind some of the pleasant attrac-

tions and traditions of the olden time of the region. These are

thickly woven into the history of the town, and are made up of

important events and of noted persons, making the locality one of

good repute and widespread fame among men. The line of the

Housatonic Railroad, as well as those of the carriage roads on

either side of the river, from Cornwall Bridge to West Cornwall,

both separately and collectively—for want of room to go elsewhere

-—continue to skirt the river as closely and familiarly as they do
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from Kent to Cornwall Bridge, and before reaching West Cornwall

we catch glimpses—whether by rail or carriage roadway travel—of

the rugged hills of the Cornwall range, and at the last bend in the

stream before reaching the village we get a sublimely beautiful view

of intermingled mountain scenery on either hand, with the river

flowing down between, turning busy mill-wheels and then dashing

away from the work-day life of the village to a frolicsome run

among the hills below. The waters of the Housatonic, after turning

the industrious wheels of the local mills, and then sweeping disdain-

fully by the village streets and shops, turn abruptly to the westward

and pass through a deep and rocky gorge, presenting in appearance

almost a duplicate of the celebrated "Devil's Gate" in Weber

Caiion region, on the Union Pacific Railroad, in Utah. The town

of Cornwall finds its entire western boundary on the eastern banks

of the Housatonic River, and to reach the farms and firesides of the

town, which almost uniformly rank high in comparison with the

world at large in their records of admirable and progressive farm

life, industrious and intelligent citizenship and well-appointed,

hospitable homes, some vigorous climbing of hills will be found a

prominent feature of the programme. The town has always been

noted for its abundance of rocks, so much so, indeed, that in its

earlv days an eminent divine passing through it wrote of it :

" The Almighty from His boundless store

Piled rocks on rocks and did no more."

But the people did the rest ; and now, where once naught but

wild forest and huge rocks were to be seen, blossoming fields, snug

hamlets and patches of smiling landscape dot the scene and success-

fully beckon scores of summer saunterers to there enjoy the beauties

of Nature and breathe the pure air of its terraced hill-sides and

stony valleys. To reach the different prominent localities of the

town we must go up, and up, and up. Hills, like transfixed billows,

make up the entire township, and whichever way we turn the way

leads upward. The plan of locomotion seems to be to drop into the

depressions and to climb up the hills, and notwithstanding the labor

and fatigue necessarily attending the undertaking, the traveler who

once goes over the ground finds delights and enjoyments sufficient
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to create a desire to renew the journey again and again. One of the

most famed—and justly so—schools our country has ever known

had its location, and was successfully conducted many and many

years ago, a few miles back from the river, in this town. The

American Board of Foreign Missions established here its first school

for the education of foreign youth, designing to fit them to become

" missionaries, schoolmasters, interpreters and physicians among

heathen nations, and to communicate such information in agricul-

ture and the arts as should tend to promote Christianity and civiliza-

tion." From West Cornwall, northward, four miles more of travel

brings us to

Lime Rock, and as we swing around a curve which gives us

the first view of the railway station, one of the boldest of rock-piled

headlands to be found in the whole length of the valley stands up

before us, presenting a striking picture of interwoven forest and

terraced rock, with evergreen-crowned summit — a seemingly

abruptly broken-off spur of the Canaan Mountains. So bold and

abrupt is this point that it looks to a casual observer as if it might

easily be induced to break from its moorings among the hills and

topple over upon the railway track and into the river, both of which

lie closely along its base. Soon we are almost in hearing distance of

Canaan Falls at

Falls Village, the best views of which are to be obtained from

the western bank of the river. These can be had by making a

detour of a mile or so to the westward from the railway and river to

the interesting village of Lime Rock, a little village of much natural

beauty, almost hidden from the world at large among the ravines

and rocks of the region, with an admirable pride of local life

abounding, and everything beautiful to look upon which has here a

habitation and an appropriate name.

From Lime Rock a tramp or a drive of a mile or two, under a

towering lime-rock ledge to the left of the way, over a well-kept

carriage road, leads to Falls Village, and from a prominent elevation

on the hill, over which it passes, the village and the falls, in their

continuous dash and foam of falling waters over and down among

the terraced rock and rude boulders, may be best and most appre-

32



ciatively seen. Here is one of the finest water-falls in New England,

or rather series of falls, the upper one being an almost natural rock

dam across the entire bed of the Housatonic River, which furnishes

the splendid water power so long utilized by the iron furnaces and

foundries of the once famous Ames Company, where Government

contracts for cannon and heavy ordnance were filled for many and

many a year, but which is now owned and occupied by the machine

shops of the Housatonic System, the little village built up around

the shops being known by the name of Amesville. After the first

fall of an unbroken sheet the whole width of the river, the water

dashes down over a series of terraced water-falls, making a combined

fall of one hundred and thirty feet ; and yet again among mis-

cellaneously strewn boulders, through time-worn water channels, and

on down into crevices, canals and runways, in, around and over

rocks and reefs until an opening is reached among the hills below of

too old a formation to think of. This passage-way lets the stream

down its picturesque journey in its more quiet and peaceful progress

to the sea. These falls afford one of the most valuable localities for

water power in our country, and enterprising capitalists long ago

expended many thousands of dollars in constructing raceways,

canals, supplemental dams and water-chutes on the east side of the

river, with the view of making a second Lowell or Holyoke—or at

least a very big Falls Village. But the power has not yet been

utilized, excepting as of old on the west side of the stream, for pur-

poses before mentioned ; and the tooth of time is already telling

on the expensive dykes and unused floodgates of the enterprise.

Another stretch of travel of six miles brings us to the thriving and

beautiful village of

Canaan, where the Central New England d' A\'estern Railroad

crosses the Housatonic Railroad in its passage from Hartford to

Poughkeepsie. In passing from Falls Village to Canaan, when a

mile or two away from the falls to the northward, the marble veins

—which are so prominent a feature a score of miles still farther

on—begin to show their whitened spots against the hill-sides, and

the polished brow of the noble Dome of the Taghkanics glistens in

the sunlight far up against the sky to the westward. Canaan is the
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second "railroad centre" on the Housatonic System, which is

protected by a double body-guard of mountains—the Canaan

Mountains standing over the pleasantly located village on the edge

of the Sheffield and Salisbury plains on the one hand, and the

southern extremity of the Taghkanic range in an opposite direction.

A short distance farther on we pass out of the Nutmeg State into

the State of Massachusetts, and are at Ashley Falls, where the

Konkapot River comes rushing down and joins the Housatonic.
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OHEFFIELD, where good hotels and good company among the

villagers, and good cheer at the farm houses out on the plains

and up along the hill-sides, attract summer visitors in large numbers.

There is hardly time to note the new improvements at the station.

However, it can be seen at a glance that the Housatonic System, in

recognition of the importance of Sheffield, has erected a new depot

which is equipped with all the accessories of a first-class station.

We again move on and strike out on the first and only long stretch

of straight track of which the Housatonic System can boast. This

is so unusual a feature in the line of the road that travelers may be

pardoned for imagining that they have bolted the track and are being

run away with across lots. After leaving Sheffield, with three or four

miles of road-bed as straight as an arrow, and with the climbing of

a heavy grade at the foot of which we cross the clear waters of

famed Green River, we are in the beautiful and bustling village of

Great Barrington, which is one of the most charmingly attract-

ive villages in or out of Berkshire. Its broad streets, numberless

huge elms, neat and well-kept houses, and the bustle of its business

centre, are all pleasant to the ear and eye, and have won for it

much admiration both at home and abroad.

Good hotels and superior accommodations for guests from the

cities, among village residents and farmers, are some of the attract-

ive features which the town presents. Its elevation and perfect

drainage secure the absence of malaria and mosquitoes, and as a

point within four hours of New York, and convenient to other

centres, it is regarded as one of the most healthful and attractive ;

and in its charming scenery, delightful drives over the finest gravel

roads, shooting, boating and fishing. Great Barrington and its sur-

roundings has fev/ rivals in all New England.

The scenic beauties of the near vicinity are marked and striking,

and the drives are widely admitted to be the finest known. This
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town, as do many of the adjoining ones, takes pride in keeping its

roadways in most excellent condition, and the nature of the soil is

such that they are always good and always in order for enjoyable

pleasure riding.

The view we give of the village is a southwesterly one, and is

taken from the hill near Mansfield Lake. It represents the village

correctly, as being a nest of homes resting at the foot of bold,

rugged mountains, which separate it from the outside world. The

sunsets are often of marvellous beauty. The best effect is obtained

from the lower portions of the valley, because the observer is then

in the shade of the western hill. This village is the centre from

which travel radiates eastwardly to the mountain towns of New

Marlborough, Sandisfield, Monterey and Tyringham ; westerly, to

Alford, Egremont, Mount Washington, and to the Columbia County,

N. Y., border towns of Copake, Hillsdale, Austerlitz and Spencer-

town.

On Egremont Plains, with its long stretch of level surface, and

at the pleasant villages of North and South Egremont—the latter

with an excellent and well-patronized summer hotel—beautiful

scenery, fine drives and thrifty homes are found throughout all the

region betvreen the bright green river and the frowning Taghkanic

Mountains. Alford, to the northward, is a little hamlet surrounded

by bold hills and quiet and peaceful belongings on every hand.

Mount Washington and its Dome of the Taghkanics, its Sky Farm,

once the home of the Goodale Family poets, and its wild falls of

the Bash-Bish, make one of the most notable towns in Berkshire

County. To represent the whole series of falls in completeness

would require more pages than we have space for in this volume,

and it would be a difficult matter indeed to fully illustrate them in

picture. In the old-time stereotyped advertising phrase, " they must

be seen to be appreciated."

Six miles to the eastward of Great Barrington village lies Lake

Buel, a lovely sheet of water and a place of much resort by

excursionists, picnic parties, campers-out and pleasure-seekers from

all the regions round about, for many and many a mile, during

the long summer and autumn months. Accommodations for the





public are sufficient in the way of boats, picnic grounds, horse-

feeding, and so on, at both ends of the lake. This is one of the

most frequented lake resorts in Berkshire.

Of Monument Mountain, one of the most celebrated points in

the Housatonic Valley, we regret that we cannot give a view of the

wild scenery which it presents from its different points, it being at

once singularly picturesque and strikingly attractive from whichever

side or point it may be seen. Here the rocks are

'

' Shaggy and wild,

With mossy trees and pinnacles of flint.

And many a hanging eras:.'

And—
" Sheer to the vale go down the bare old cliffs

—

Huge pillars, that in middle Heaven upbear

Their weather-beaten capitals ; here dark

With moss, the growth of centuries, and there

Of chalky whiteness where the thunderbolt

Has splintered them."

These are the words of the poet Bryant, whose " Monument

Mountain " poem made it famous long years ago. Monument

Mountain derives its name from a curious pillar on its southern

slope, raised by the Indians for some unknown purpose. This

mountain has long been famous for the views of extraordinary

beauty from its summit and from its dizzy precipice. Below is the

valley of the Housatonic, with the famous river itself winding

through its emerald fields, in appearance like a ribbon of silver

unrolled, and which may be traced almost to its source, thirty-six

miles away, beyond the Lenox hills.

In any direction one may look are farms and farm houses, and

herds of sleek cattle grazing up to their eyes in the lush grass for

which these mountain slopes are famous. In the north end of the

village, where a spur of the mountains comes to an abrupt end, a

cave is formed by the disruption and falling together of rocks. It

is known as Belcher's Cave. The place is often made the object of

easy summer days' walks by those who want to see what the rough

hand of Nature has done, and to get the refreshing coolness

imparted to the air by rocks and shade.

A more pleasant walk, and an easy one, is to Mount Peter, at



the south end of the village, from whose summit charming views

may be had. A walk or a drive of only a few minutes will take one

to Berkshire Heights, the view from which is not excelled in all

Berkshire. A more difficult walk is to East Rock and the top of

Mount Bryant, at an elevation of 1448 feet above the sea. This

huge boulder affords a resting place commanding one of the

broadest and finest of Berkshire's many mountain-top outlooks.

There is no lake in the county whose immediate surroundings

are more picturesque than those of Long Lake, three miles to the

Avest of north. The lake has an Adirondack appearance, with its

forest margin, its clear water and overhanging mountain.

For the last fifty years Great Barrington has been known to

many of our great masters of landscape painting. Lovers of

beautiful scenery have sketched many of the picturesque views of

the vicinity, and have done their share with Bryant to make the

whole region classic. City people who remain here till the last

week of September will be much interested to see a country fair.

The fair of the Housatonic Agricultural Society, in this village, is

next to the largest one in the State. The village of Great Barring-

ton has unexcelled natural advantages in the picturesque and the

beautiful. Variety is prolific and surprises are unceasing. Village

neatness is conspicuous ; the street fences are nearly all removed
;

handsome lawns, nice houses and graceful trees are on every hand
;

an air of thrift, comfort and well-being pervades.

Under the new life that has been given to Great Barrington

within a few years, the town is coming into greater prominence than

ever as a summer and autumn resort. Journeying on to the north-

ward by rail, two miles away from Great Barrington village, we find

Van Deusenville, where the railway forks, one branch follow-

ing up the valley of the Williams River to the village of West Stock-

bridge, and on to a connection with the Boston & Albany Railroad

at State Line, for Albany, Saratoga, Utica, Buffalo, Niagara Falls,

Cleveland, Cincinnati, St. Louis, Chicago and points West, while the

other leads directly up through the busy manufacturing village of

Housatonic, on through the wildly picturesque scenery to Glendale,

and from Glendale to the famous village of
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Stockbridge. This village has a reputation as a summer resort

which attracts to its well-kept hotels—the principal hostelry, the

Stockbridge House, having the well-earned reputation of being one

of the best hotels in the country—its cottages and fine homes, hosts

of admiring guests, whose numbers increase with every passing year.

With the country villas and cottages thrown open and the hotels

well filled, the summer life here is one of most sensible enjoyment.

An extensive public park has lately been laid out on the hill to the

northward, by Cyrus W. Field, a native of Stockbridge. The village

neatness is the wonder of every stranger. The main street is from

one hundred and twenty to one hundred and fifty feet wide, and all

the streets outside the wagon-way are kept closely mown and clean.

Almost every house in town has a handsome lawn around it and

flowers before it. One of the most noted scenic beauties of Stock-

bridge is its famous " Bowl," in the extreme northerly part of the

town, and so close to the line which divides it from Lenox that it is

often thought to belong to the latter town.

The prospect from around the rim of the " Bowl " is very fine

indeed, and attracts many visitors. Walks about town are in

numerous directions. A favorite one is to Ice Glen, a cleft across

the spur of Bear Mountain, a short distance from the village. Here,

in a deep, cool, shady, wild ravine of irregular formation, is a

luxurious retreat on a hot day, where ice is found all summer down

among the fallen rocks. Beyond Ice Glen a magnificent mountain

outlook is had from Laura's Rest. Here the range of vision extends

wide into Connecticut, New York and Vermont, on nearly every

side of the observer, and the beauties that are spread before him are

transcendent.

Fine sidewalks from the centre of the village from one-half to

three-quarters of a mile in every direction, and these, well shaded,

make delightful strolls. Prospect Hill, just above the village, com-

mands one of the choicest views of beauty in the world. Laurel

Hill, on the edge of the village, is the object of another walk. A
walk to " Cherry Cottage " is often taken by those who want to go

three miles. But the stranger in Stockbridge needs no direction to



find the beautiful. It is everywhere I At South Lee, two miles

from Stockbridge, we are within a three-mile drive of

Fernside. This is a popular summer resort. From South Lee,

again by rail to Lee, is only a rattle, a rush and a rumble along the

track and across the Housatonic River, and its little outstretch of

meadow at this point, and the thriving village of Lee is at hand, the

beauties and business of which are but poorly represented from the

car windows.

Lee is a very small name for a beautiful, and what the Yankees

call a smart, town. Nestling among the foot-hills of these mountain

ranges, midway between old Greylock and Mount Washington, and

divided by the swiftly-flowing Housatonic, Lee has enough beauty to

satisfy the desires of its children. Many portions of Lee are exceed-

ingly beautiful ; indeed, the whole western portions of Lee are very

beautiful, and much the same as Stockbridge and Lenox. On the

east of the village, and in close proximity to it, rises the rocky

eminence called " Fern Cliff," the summit of which is crowned with

a beautiful grove of hemlocks. This is the trysting-place of the

villagers, and no spot could be more charming for a picnic and

walks by daylight and moonlight.

One of the most charming features in the scenery of Lee is

" Laurel Lake," a beautiful sheet of water situated in the north-

eastern part of the town. The outline of this lakelet is marked by

bays and capes, and its shores here and there beautiful with groves

of pine, hemlock and maple. The land rises in gentle slopes from

the water, furnishing beautiful sites for country seats.

Lenox, one of the most fashionable resorts in New England, is

located on hill-side and on hill-top, where pure air abounds, and

overlooks the villages, farms and homes to the southward as far as

the eye can reach. Stockbridge Bowl lies near at hand, with other

miniature lakelets not far away. Wooded hills, cultivated fields, and

villages without number dot the landscapes between Lenox and the

Dome of the Taghkanics, which shut out the world from between

here and the great beyond.

Wealthy New Yorkers, Philadelphians and Bostonians have here

erected extensive villas and found a summer resort peculiar to itself,



representing much aristocracy of wealth, refinement and culture.

The elegant residences are open early, kept open late, and the

season is a long one, the society being more exclusive and aristo-

cratic even than that represented by the ton at Newport. The old

town has been completely metamorphosed within the last quarter of

a century, and palaces stand now where plain farm houses once had

place.

Elegant equipages dash up and down the village streets, and out

upon the hill-sides ; club-houses for both sexes are well maintained,

and the gayest of the gay, in its own w^ay, is Lenox during the

summer months. The drives and walks in and around Lenox are

incomparably lovely. To characterize the peculiar charms of each

one would take many pages. Whichever way one turns, the variety

Avill be found inexhaustible and the beauty exquisite.

The favorite game among the younger people is tennis, which is

played at many private courts and at the courts of the Lenox Club.

Archery is indulged in to some extent. The appearance of Lenox

village is that of the most exacting neatness and beauty. Not a

blemish offends the eye. Tasteful homes, smooth lawns, flowers,

graceful trees, the coming and going of handsome equipages, and

many harmonizing accessories, please the sight constantly.

The season in Lenox used to end the first week in September.

Now the height of the season is in October, and many people remain

till November or December. The season is a very long one in

Lenox, beginning in the early summer, and making a round of sum-

mer, autumn and part of winter. That Lenox is really what its

admirers claim for it is proved by the fact that people who come

here have most of them done extensive traveling where the finest

scenery in the world is found, and that they are people of taste and

culture, whose opinion is law.

But perhaps enough has been said to give the reader a good idea

of Lenox. Nothing now remains for the stranger to do but to visit

the town and see for himself. From Lenox station the Housatonic

Railroad takes us c^uickly to

Pittsfield, the county seat of Berkshire, a thriving and beautiful

city. Around the city of Pittsfield, the valley in which it lies is





practically a large amphitheatre, nearly hemmed in on all sides by

mountain ranges or high hills.

This city, with its wide streets, stately elms, the thrift and intelli-

gence of its inhabitants, at once apparent, and the general appear-

ance on all hands denoting substantial well-being—possessing all

these, this city has a dignity, a maturity, a stability, that is impressed

upon every visitor. In Berkshire, where every one of its thirty-two

towns has its own peculiar natural advantages and attractions, it is

difficult to say which is the most pleasing or abounding most richly

in that which is grandest and best. Pittsfield has six lakes, either

wholly or in part within her borders, and some of them are of con-

siderable size ; and at each end of the city, east and west, flow the

two sources of the Housatonic River, uniting nearly at its south

border line.

There is no end of views, some of them bewitchingly grand, and

many quiet nooks, from almost any point. Greylock looms up in all

its grandeur and pride, as though keeping sentinel over the northern

portal to the valley, and lying at its feet the Hoosac and the Housa-

tonic. Pittsfield, as seen from such an elevation as that on the hill-

sides of Washington up to Lake Ashley, with the city in the distance

and the two lakes, Onota and Pontoosuc, apparently at your feet, is

a lovely picture.

The roads of the city embrace some of the finest drives in the

county. The city's principal streets, north, south, east and west,

diverging from the park, are wide, straight and lined with huge

trees, mainly elms and maples, on each side. The lakes of Pittsfield

are an important feature of its attractiveness, and every year the two

principal ones have become resorts either for a day's pleasure or for

camping parties.

Onota Lake is one of the largest, and at the same time one of

the most beautiful, sheets of water in the whole county. From

various points along its shores the most beautiful views are obtain-

able. The lake is easy of access and can be driven to from nearly

every point. Pontoosuc Lake, two miles north of the centre, is the

next largest in size, and lies partly in Lanesboro. The highway

skirts its eastern shore, and is one of the popular drives out of

47





Pittsfield. At the lower end, in Pittsfield, are two lovely pine groves,^

where camping and picnicking parties find a day's outing most

enjoyable. From this place the view to the north is delightful,

taking in the hills farther on in Lanesboro, with Greylock beyond,

Constitution Hill and others ; while to the west are the Taconics,.

two miles away, the reflection of whose peaks, on a bright day, i&

plainly seen on the bosom of the placid lake. Gunn's Grove is alsc

a delightful camping ground. Streams are numerous, and many of

them picturesque, in different parts of the city, some of them afford-

ing good fishing.

Maplewood Institute, which has heretofore been a school for

young ladies, opens its doors during the warm weather for the

accommodation of summer guests, who have the advantage here of

combining country life with city belongings a little more to the fulL

than can be accomplished among any of the surrounding neighbor-

hood. From Pittsfield a branch of the Boston & Albany Railroad

leads still to the northward, through Cheshire, Lanesboro and

Adams, to

North Adams. This town is the largest town in Northern

Berkshire. The population is about ii,ooo, and is the opposite of

the Pittsfield quietude, in that it is busy, enterprising and pushing.

The natural scenery of North Adams is unexcelled in the county.

Emptying into the east branch of the Hoosac, a mile from the

centre, is Hudson's Brook, rising in Clarksburg, and upon which

stream is the great curiosity of Northern Berkshire—the Natural

Bridge. This enlarged fissure, down through which the water

rushes, is of white marble. The depth of the fissure is at least sixty

feet, and at several points the stone almost closes over. The upper

end of the chasm is very narrow, but it widens after the plunge of

the stream and is accessible, forming a spacious chamber. The

echoes are grand in the subterranean passage. There are numerous

pools, and protruding spurs of rock divide the stream, so that each

fissure is almost a cave by itself.

The stream once fell over a high precipice on the south, but,

through chemical action, has disintegrated the limestone beneath it,

leaving two masses of rock connecting the sides and forming natural
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bridges, though the upper one is much broken. The lower one is

arched, and the stream runs fifty feet below it. This is without

doubt one of the most romantic spots, and one of the rarest bits of

the work of Nature, in all Berkshire. It is within easy walking dis-

tance of the village. Up on the Florida Mountains, east of the

\*illage, some of the finest of views are obtainable.

The Xotch is an interesting part of the town. The foot-hills are

its eastern boundary, and the mountains in the Taconic spur its

western. The Xotch Brook supplies the town with water, and the

stream has upon it the "Cascade," where the mountain stream comes

tumbling saucily along until it makes an abrupt plunge of about

forty feet into the abyss below. There is a deep gorge between the

hills, with overhanging rocks covered with moss and ferns, and here,

in a deep shade of the pines, the situation is sombre and romantic.

The drive up the Xotch Road is romantic. In many places the

trees overhang the highway, making a delightful shade, and some

abrupt turn in the road will open to view a most magnificent surprise

of scenery below.

The drive to Williamstown is another very pleasant one. As a

whole, Xorth Adams possesses many attractions, and the tourist will

have much to repay him for the time he may spend in drives and

rambles during the stav he may make within the town and its

neighborhood.

Williamstown, Mass., the seat of Williams College, is a

glorious old town, where delightful scener\" and pure air are to be

had without money and without price, and good accommodations for

summer guests abound. This village is a gem—a college town with

many buildings, college and society houses, some of them of unique

architecture. The college buildings are well worth a visit, and the

chapel, with its ivy for each of the classes for many years back, is

suggestive of many recollections dear to the alumni. The main

street of Williamstown is sixteen rods wide, and beautifully laid out.

Besides the main street, there are several lateral streets, all of them

finely shaded and with handsome dwellings.

There are many fine drives. Two popular drives in the village

are known as either the " Long; Oblons; " or the "Short Oblong."



The attractions in the neighboring towns are numerous, and

extended reference to them will be found in articles on those towns.

For many years Williamstown has been a summer resort of high

quality. The social and educational features, and the natural

beauty, wildness and picturesqueness of the town and its neighbors,

make it a choice place of resort, whether for a short vacation or for

the season.

In brief review, then, of the attractions and advantages of the

Housatonic Valley and its beyond to the northward in Berkshire, it

is simply a matter of truth to say that no region of country now

being sought for by health and pleasure seekers has more in the line

of sensible and pure vacation enjoyment than has the Housatonic

Valley and Berkshire County, from its southern borders at the door-

way of Western Connecticut to its ragged edges at the northward, up

among the green mountains of Vermont.

The whole region is within easy access of New Vork and the

sea-coast resorts, Boston, the White Mountains and Saratoga, the

Housatonic Railroad running through the entire length of the

Housatonic Valley to Pittsfield, and the Boston & Albany and the

Central New England <S: Western Railroads running directly across

it, thirty miles apart, at right angles.

Berkshire scenery has been admirably written and read of for

many and many a year, in prose and verse, in story and song, and

each summer adds to the throngs who are seeking information as to

how to reach the Berkshire Hills, and what there is to be found

there after thev are reached.
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^(irqii^er Y<^Urs arjd plates
VIA HOUSATONIC RAILROAD.

THE BERKSHIRE rflLLS ROUTE.

Excursion Tickets will be placed oq sate Juqe 1st, aqd will be

v/itl^drav/n frcnq sale Septenqber SOtq.

Oood to Return until October 31st.

Excursion No. 1.

ALEXANDRIA BAY, N.Y., AND RETURN.
(Form Ex. 50 S.)

Route Going :

Housatonic R.R to State Line

Boston »i: Albany R.R to Albany

New York Central (Sc Hudson River R.R to Utica

Rome, Watertown iji: Ogdensburg R.R to Clayton

Steamer ... to Alexandria Bay

REXrRNTNG KY SAME RoUTE.

Bridgeport 815. 50 Norwalk S15. 50

New Haven i5-50 Ridgefield i5-5^

Birmingham t 5 • 50 i

Danbury 15.0-0

Ansonia i5-50 Ne^vton 15.00

South Norwalk i5-50 XewMilford 15.00

Excursion No. 2.

BLUFF POINT (HOTEL CHAMPLAIN), N.Y., AND RETURN
FilRM E.x. 51 S

Route Goinu. :

Housatonic R.R to State Line

Boston & Albany R.R to Albany

Delaware ;!t Hudscn R.R to Bluff Point (Hotel
Champlain)

RE'lURNiXG BY S.AME RoUTE.

^6



Bridgeport $r6.co j Norwaik $16.00

New Haven 16. co Ridgefield 16.00

Birmingham 16.00 Danbury I5-50

Ansonia 16.00 1 Newton 15 -SO

South Norwaik 16.00 ' New Milford i5-5o

Excursion No. 3.

BUFFALO, N.Y., AND RETURN.

(Form Ex. 52 S.)

Route Goi.\o :

Housatonic R. R to State Line

Boston & A Ibany R. R to Albany

New York Central & Hudson River R.R to Buffalo

Reiurning by same Route.

Bridgeport $16.50 Norwaik $16.50

New Haven 16.50 Ridgefield 16.50

Birmingham 16.50 Danbury 16.00

Ansonia 16.50 Newton 16.00

South Norwaik 16.50 ' New Milford 16.00

Excursion No. 4.

BUFFALO, N.Y., AND RETURN.

(Form Ex. 53 S.)

Route Goinc; :

Housatonic R.R to State Line

Boston & Albany R.R to Albany

New York Central & Hudson River R.R to Buffalo

Route Returning :

New York Central cS: Hudson River R.R to Albany

Day Line—Hudson River Steamers to New York

New York, New Haven & Hartford R.R to

Bridgeport $18. 25 |
New Haven $18.60

Soutli Norwaik $18.00



Excursion No. o.

CALDWELL LAKE GEORGE, N.Y., AND RETURN.
( Form Ex. 54 S.>

Route Goix(; :

Housatonic R. R to State Line

Boston (S: Albany R.R to Albany

Delaware ^: Hudson R.R to Saratoga

Delaware et Hudson R.R to Caldwell

Returning by same Route.

Bridgeport Sio. 25 Xorwalk $10.25

Xew Haven 10.25 Ridgefield 10.25

Birmingham 10.25 Danbury 10.00

Ansonia 10.25 Newton 10.00

South Xorwalk 10.2^ Xew Miltord 10.00

Excursion No. 6.

HADLEY LUZERNE^ N.Y., AND RETURN.
(Form Ex. 55 S.)

Route Going :

Housatonic R R to State Line

Boston & Albany R.R . . .to Albany

Delaware ^ Hudson R.R to Saratoga

Delaware »!^ Hudson R.R to Hadley (Luzerne)

Returning by same Route.

Bridgeport Sg. 50 Xorwalk $g. 50

Xew Haven 9.50 Ridgefield g.50

Birmingham g. 50 Danbury g.oo

Ansonia Q-50 Xewton g.oo

South Xorwalk g. 50 Xew Mllford 9.00

Excursion No. 7.

HOWE'S CAVE, N.Y., AND RETURN.
Form Ex. 56 S.'-

Route Going :

Housatonic R.R to State Line

Boston ^: Albany R.R to Albany

Delaware .i: Hudson R.R to Howe's Cave

Returning by same Route.



Bridgeport $8.75

New Haven 8.75

Birmingham 8. 75

Ansonia 8. 75

South Norwalk 8. 75

Xorwalk $8.75

Ridgefield 8.75

Danbury 8.25

Newton 8.25

NewMilford 8.25

Excursion No. 8.

LAKE PLACID (ADIRONDACK MTS., N.Y., AND RETURN
CFoRM Ex. 66 S)

Route Going :

Housatonic R.R to State Line

Boston & Albany R.R to Albany

Delaware &: Hudson R.R to Plattsburgh

Chateaugay R.R to Saranac Lake

Stage to Lake Placid

Returning ky same Route.

Bridgeport $22.00

New Haven 22.00

Birmingham 22.00

Ansonia 22.00

South Norwalk 22.00

Norwalk $22.00

Ridgefield 22.00

Danbury 21.50

Newton 21. 50

NewiNIilford 21.50

Excursion No. 9.

MONTREAL, P.O., AND RETURN.
(FoKM Ex. 57 S.'l

Route Going :

Housatonic R.R to State Line

Boston & Albany R.R to Albany

Delaware & Hudson R.R to Saratoga

Delaware & Hudson R.R to Rouse's Point

Grand Trunk R'v to Montreal

Returning

Bridgeport $19.00

New Haven ig.oo

Birmingham ig.oo

Ansonia 19.00

South Norwalk 19.00

>ame Route.

Norwalk $19.00

Ridgefield 19. 00

Danbury 19.00

Newton 19.00

NewMilford.. 19.00



Excursion No. 10.

NIAGARA FALLS, N.Y., AND RETURN.
(Form Ex. 58 S.)

Route Going :

Housatonic R.R to State Line

Boston & Albany R.R to Albany

New York Central & Hudson River R.R to Niagara Falls

Returning by same Route.

Bridgeport $16.50 Norwalk $16. 50

New Haven 16. 50 Ridgefield 16. 50

Birmingham 16.50 Danbury 16.00

Ansonia 16.50 Newton 16.00

South Norwalk 16.50 NewMilford 16.00

Excursion No. 11.

NIAGARA FALLS, N.Y., AND RETURN.
(Form Ex. 59 S.)

Route Going :

Housatonic R.R to State Line

Boston & Albany R.R to Albany

New York Central & Hudson River R.R to Niagara Falls

Route Returning :

New York Central & Hudson River R.R to Albany

Day Line—Hudson River Steamers to New York

New York, New Haven & Hartford R.R to

Bridgeport $18.25 |
New Haven $18.60

South Norwalk $18.00

Excursion No. 12.

QUEBEC AND RETURN.
(Form Ex. 6o S.)

Route Going :

Housatonic R.R to State Line

Boston & Albany R.R to Albany

Delaware & Hudson R.R to Rouse's Point

Grand Trunk R'y to Quebec

Returning by same Route.

60



Bridgeport $25. 50

New Haven 25. 50

Birmingham 25.50

Ansonia 25. 50

South Norwalk 25. 50

Norwalk $25 . 50

Ridgefield 25.50

Danbury 25.00

Newton 25.00

New Milford 25.00

Excursion No. 13.

SARATOGA, N.Y., AND RETURN.
(Form Ex. 61 S.)

Route Going :

Housatonic R.R to State Line

Boston & Albany R, R to Albany

Delaware & Hudson R. R to Saratoga

Returning by same Route.

Bridgeport $8.00

New Haven 8.00

Birmingham 8.00

Ansonia 8.00

South N orwalk 8 . 00

Norwalk $8.00

Ridgefield 8.00

Danbury 7. 50

Newton 7 50

New Milford 7.50

Excursion No. 14.

SARATOGA, N.Y., AND RETURN.
(Form Ex. 62 S.)

Route Going :

Housatonic R.R to State Line

Boston & Albany R.R to Albany

Delaware & Hudson R.R to Saratoga

Route Returning :

Fitchburg R.R to North Adams

Boston & Albany R.R to Pittsfield

Housatonic R.R to

Bridgeport $8.00

New Haven .. 8.00

Birmingham 8. 00

Ansonia 8.co

South Norwalk 8.00

Norwalk $8.00

Ridgefield 8.00

Danbury 7-50

Newton 7. 50

New Milford 7- 50



Excursion No. 15.

SARATOGA, N.Y., AND RETURN.
(Form Ex. 63 S.)

Rol'TE GoiNc;

:

Housatonic R. R to State Line

Boston & Albany R.R to Albany

Delaware & Hudson R. R to Saratoga

Ro'JTE Returning :

Delaware & Hudson R.R to Albany

Day Line—Hudson River Steamers to New York

New York, New Haven & Hartford R.R to

Bridgeport S9.00 | New Haven $9.00

South Norwalk $9.00

Excursion No. 16.

SARATOGA, N.Y., AND RETURN.
(Form Ex. 64 S.)

Route Going :

Housatonic R.R to State Line

Boston & Albany R.R to Albany

Delaware & Hudson R.R to Saratoga

Roi'TE Returning :

Delaware & Hudson R.R to Albany

People's Line Steamers 10 New York

New York, New Haven & Hartford R.R to

Bridgeport S8.50 | New Haven $8.50

South Norwalk $8.50

Excursion No. 17.

SARATOGA, N.Y., AND RETURN.
(Form Ex. 65 S )

Route Going :

Housatonic R.R to Pittsfield

Boston & Albany R.R to North Adams

Fitchburg R. R :o Saratoga

62



Route Returning :

Delaware & Hudson R.R to Albany

Boston & Albany R.R to State Line

Housatonic R.R to -—-

—

Bridgeport $8.00

New Haven 8.00

Birmingham 8.00

Ansonia 8.00

South Norwalk 8.00

Norwalk $8.00

Ridgefield 3. 00

Danbury 7 . 50

Newton 7- 5©

New Milford 7. 50

Excursion No. 18.

SHARON SPRINGS, N.Y., AND RETURN.
(Form Ex. 67 S.)

Route Going :

Housatonic R.R to State Line

Boston & Albany R.R to Albany

Delaware & Hudson R.R to Sharon Springs

Returning by same Route.

Bridgeport $9.00

New Haven 9. 00

Birmingham 9.00

Ansonia 9.00

South Norwalk 9.00

Norwalk $g.oo

Ridgefield 9 . 00

Danbury 8 . 50

Newton S. 50

New Milford 8.50





ON THE

Housalonir Hflilpoeii A
NORTH ADAMS, PITTSFIELD, LEE.

STOCKBRIDGE, GREAT BARRINGTON,

SHEFFIELD,

- - I enox, - -
/w

^

CORNWALL BRIDGE, NEW MILFORD,

LITCHFIELD, WASHINGTON,

LAKE WARAMAUG (^'^^\aS°"),

NEWTOWN and RIDGEFIELD.

The Housatonic Railroad is the only line running express

TRAINS, with Drawing-Room Cars attached, between New York

City and the Berkshire Hills.

ASK FOR TICKETS VIA HOUSATONIC RAILROAD.

5 «5



BERKSHIRE HILLS

XEW XIILKORD. COXX.

On fn^ liO'jsalonic Rjiilr'o^o.

'HIS attractive summer and autumn resort will open June ist. It

is of modem construction, overlooking the village and Housa-

tonic Valley, and it contains everything requisite for the comfort

of visitors. It has spacious halls, pailors and piazzas, well-furnished

apartments, clothes presses, open fire-places, gas, electric light and

bells, and is abundantly supplied with the purest of water from mountain

springs, having a special reservoir for its own use. Several suites are

supplied with hot and cold water, baths, closets, etc.

Special rates for vacation term. Invite comparison with best sum-

mer resorts and hotels for either pleasure or health.

For circulars and descriptive book, write to

WILLIAM ST. LAWRENCE.
Manager,

New Milford, Conn.





ESTABLISHED 1852.

-§-

Albany Car Wheel Works, - - Albany, N. Y.

GEORGE H. THACHER & CO.

Car Wheels, Engine Wheels, -^
^ ^

Electric A/lotora^^ Horse Car Wheels

MANUFACTURED FROM

The Best Brands of Charcoal Iron Only.

MAN M AXXAN
IRE BRiCK^^^taELED Clay RemWobks

ADA3I WEBEK, Prop r,

/l/o. 633 East 15th Street. New York,

.M.\NL-FACTL-KER OF-

ALL KINDS OF FIRE BRICK MATERIAL

For Boiler Settings, Brass and Iron Fnrnaces. &as Works, etc.

PATENT BONK BUACK KILNS
And Apparatus for making Bone Biack.

PLANS AND ESTIMATES FURNISHED UPON APPLICATION.



ife 1891. ii

The People's Steamboat Company.

•<DAY LINE TO NEW YORK.>o

Will leave Bridgeport, Conn., daily

(Sundays excepted), at 7.30 a.m., on

arrival of trains on the Housatonic and

N. Y., N. H. & H. Railroads, for New
York. Returning, will leave Pier 24,

E. R. (one block above Fulton Ferry),

at 3.00 p.m., foot of East 31st Street at

3.15 p.m., arriving at Bridgeport in time

for evening trains.

P. S.—Boat leaves New York Satur-

days ONE-HALF HOUR EARLIER.

Fare, 50 Cents. Round Trip, To Cents,

GOOD UNTIL USED.

Freight taken at Low Rates, and Bills of Lading

given to all Western and Sonthern points.

N. W. ANTHONY. President.
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DAILY LINE OF STEAMERS

Bridgeport and Mew York.

BRIDGEPORT STEAMBOAT COMPANY'S

Steamer " Waterbury,''

DOCK FOOT OF SOUTH AVE, BRIDGEPORT.

Leaves Bridgeport, Conn., ever}- night (Saturdaj's excepted), on

arrival of Naugatuck and Housatonic evening trains.

Returning, leaves New York daih' (Sundaj^s excepted), at ii

a. m., arriving in Bridgeport in time for Naugatuck and

Housatonic trains.

Cheapest Route Through to New York.

TliO OdTv r^TDO coqnecting in Bridgeport witl^ up afterqoon trains
L Ilk: v-FAilJ lAllZV oq Housatoqic arid Naugatuck Railroads. Pas-

sengers can take late eveniqg traiqs oq above roads and coqnect in Bridge-

port with[ Steamer "Waterbury," arriviqg iq New York about four o'clock next

i^orqiqg.

TICKETS can he procured on steamer and at ticket offices in all

stations, and baggage checked to and from New York.

NOTICE.—Commencing June 6th and continuing through the summer
season, Steamer "Waterbury" will leave Bridgeport Saturday nights at ii

o'clock, and will make an extra Sunday excursion from New York at 9 a.m.,

and from Bridgeport 5.00 p.m. There will be no 11 o'clock steamer from
Bridgeport Sunday nights during the period of these trips.

Freight taken at Very Lowest Rates at Company's dock in New York, Pier 35
East River, foot of Catharine Street. Bills of Lading given and

through New York rates granted from Bridgeport on ship-

ments to Western Points reached via all through lines.

Fare, 50 Cts. Excursion Tickets. 75Jts, State Rooms 50 and 75 Cts, Bertlis Free.

]. H. Jenkins, Prcsidoit, Howard Staplks, Ass't Manager,

New York. liridgeport.



WM. SELLERS & CO
(INCORPORA TED )

MANUFACTIRERS OF

PHILADELPHIA, PA.

ill11™*'

FOR WORKING IRON AND STEEL.

TURN TABLES for Locomotives,

High Speed Power Traveling Cranes,

powER gwiNG Cranes,

Shafting, Pulleys, Hangers, Couplings, etc.

SELF-ADJUSTING INJECTOR OF 1876,

SELF-ACTING INJECTOR OF 1885.

Prices, Specifications and Photographs furnished on application.





DAVID B. CROCKETT COMPANY,
— MANUFACTURERS OF—

Dtivid B. C^'ockett's Specialties.

ItAII.lJVAY VARIMISHES,

Number 1 ^^1 Number 2

"PRESERVATIVES"
OR ARCHITECTURAL WOOD FINISHES,

"SPiflLR COlVIPOSITIOWr/'
For Preserving and Finishing Wood of All Kinds in their Natural Color and Beauty.

None genuine unlesss bearing my name stamped on each can, and patented Trade-Mark
on labels. ^

):( Respectfully yours, ^.^ yt^ /^ /^
Put up in Barrels. 5, 2, 1, 1-2, 1-4 and 1-8 Gallon Cans. .^^^^^^e^^^^^^I^^^^:^

LIBERAL DISCOUNTS TO DEALERS AND LARGE BUYERS.

ESTABLISHED 1853

Swan & ITinch,

REFINERS AND . . . .

F)ealers in ... .

I ^ I • Maiden • Lane,

NKW YORK
75



Docs Your House Need Painting
IKSIDE OR OUT ?

WHEN BUYING HOUSE PAINTS ASK FOR

MASURY'S

PURE LINSEED OIL COLORS
IN PASTE OR Liquid forivj-

Sl^e Be5l: is alu/ays tt^e Q^eapest

Our Paints differ from most others in that they

are better and go further. Durability lessens cost of labor.

SEND FOR CATALOGUE TO

Joljn IB. $Basurg $ Son>

NEW YORK: CHICAGO: BROOKLYN:
P. 0. Box 3499. Masury BuildiLg, 191 Michigan Avenue. 55 Pearl Street.

<v
<;v

THESE GOODS MAY BE OBTAINED IN

NEW HAVEN Conn. - from THOMPSON d BELDEN.
NEW HAVEN, Conn. - - " BOOTH & LAW.
BRIDGEPORT Conn, - " SWAN & BUSHNELL
BRIDGEPORT, Conn. - - " F. S STEVENS d CO.

BRIDGEPORT, Conn. - " COUGHLIN BROS.

GREAT BARRINGTON, Mass., " J. A. BREWER
PITISFIELD, Mass. - - " E. WILLIAMS
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THE

JMl REYNOLDS MB CI
2vo. 99 Mill River Street,

NEW HAVEN, CONN.

The Brass Foundry Department of this establishment is under the immediate super-

vision of JAMES REYNOLDS, who has an experience of forty years in that line of

business, and who is well known as a practical Brass Molder and Founder.

The products of this Foundry embrace all kinds of—

Brass Castings, Bronze, Composition, l\/ickef-Si/uer, White and

other soft IVletals, Zinc, Battery Plates, etc., to

Order. Railroad, Locomotive and

Car Boxes and Bearings.

Best Quality of Anti-Friction Babbit
TO ORDER ONLY.

Extra Fine Pattern Castings
A SPECIALTY.

The Machine Department, since January ist, 1891, is under the management of T. F.

MOCKLEY (late foreman for Reynolds & Company, New Haven).

The products of this Department are new and improved turnover Drawplate Molding
Machines and Sand Pressers combined, and building of special machinery; also, sand

pressing machines for plate and ordinary patterns. More than double the amount of

pressure can be had SINGLE HANDED, with a short lever, than can be had from the old

style pressers now in use.

The dimensions of the machines and pressers are twenty inches long, twelve inches

wide, and seven inches deep ; and are so made that they will fit on brackets or into a brass

molder's bench.

This Department has completed arrangements to manufacture turnover Sub-Drawplate
Machines under O'Connor's Patent, No. 438,821, dated October 21st, 1S90. by which method
door-locks, pad-locks, and like articles, having studs, posts, etc. in them, can be success-

fully and rapidly molded in turnover Drawplate Molding Machines. The patterns needing

no draft, a saving of about one-fifth in the weight of such castings is secured. Metal

patterns of all descriptions made to order.

Those needing anything in either department are respectfully invited to call and

examine products.

JAMES REYNOLDS, P. O'CONNOR, T. F. MOCKLEY,
President. Sec'y and TreasW. Gen' I Manager.



The above cut is an exact picture of Mr. Kearns, who carries on the

business of

^INNING, pLUMBING, §TEAM AND (§AS V> ITTING

IN ALL ITS BRANCHES.

ESTIMATES ON WORK OF THIS DESCRIPTION SOLICITED.

Being a practical mechanic, and a man who keeps pace with all the arts

of modern plumbing, and agent for the celebrated Putnam Foundry and

Machine Company's low pressure Steam and Hot Water Heaters, universal

satisfaction warranted, in keeping with tirst class, high grade of workman-

ship. Best of references furnished.

Parties anticipating anything in his line will do well to call, or write to

JOHN KEARNS,
97 Middle Street, Bridgeport, Conn.
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The Copeland Bros, Company,
411, 413, 4x5 and 417 Main Street,

BRIDGEPORT, CONN.

]]ry Qood[5, []?i.rpel5 1 [jou^efurni5Kin5 Qood^
[PORTED AND DOMESTIC STOCKS OK

ENGLISH, FRENCH AND GERMAN DRESS GOODS, HOSIERY, GLOVES,
AND LADIES' AND GENTS' UNDERWEAR, WHITE GOODS AND LINENS.

SILKS, VELVETS, SHAWLS.
MM I INFRV Hats, Bonnets, Straw Goods, Laces, Ribbons, Flowers, Feathers,

* Ornaments. Gloves, Corsets and Yarns.

f*ARPF"T*^ (In Basement.) All the leading makes. Oilcloths, Rugs, Lace Cur_
* tains, China, Crockery, Glass and Woodenware. Largest stock in

the city. It will pay you to walk through our Basement and note our prices.

Our new stocks will be found larger and more complete than ever and our facilities

greatly increased.

0UF{ PFJICES SpEAK FOR THEMSELVES.

GOODYEAR • RUBBER • STORE,
465 Main Street, Bridgeport, Conn.

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL DEALERS IN

I^ubber Goods of E^)er^ Description

CLOAKS, COATS, MACKINTOSHES, RUBBER BOOTS AND RUBBERS,

RUBBER WATER, STEAM, ENGINE AND AIR-BRAKE
HOSE, LEATHER AND RUBBER BELTINGS, STEAM PACKINGS, ETC.

Syringes, Sheeting, Urinals, Invalid Rings, Etc.

WRINGERS:: Universal, Novelty, Colby, Eureka and Premium.

BICYCLES AND SAFETIES.

Agents for Fairfield Count}' for New Mails, Singers, Lovells, Diamonds
AND Eagles,



W. B. HAI^I, k COMPANY,
Cor. jVEain and Cannon Streets,

^ BRIDGEPORT, CONN.

CLOAKS, SILKS, FURS, FINE DRESS FABRICS,

RUGS, CURTAINS a^' UPHOLSTERY,

Sealskin Cloaks Made and Repaired

Large Dressmaking Rooms.

Cloaks Made to Order.

Large Ready-AL\de Cloak Department.

Large Merino and Cotton Underwear Sections.

DUQT PI Apr TO BUY Corsets, Glovfs, Laces, Ribbons,
ULU 1 1 LilUi- Veilings, Linens, Blankets, Comfortables,

IN THE City.

All Goods Marked in Plain Figures at One Low Price.

Mail Order Department the largest in the State. Goods ordered

by mail delivered free within loo miles of BridgejDort.

«-^ EXCURSIONS TO BRIDGEPORT MONTHLY,

And entire fare returned on sales of Sio.oo or more.

W. B. HALL & COMPANY.



^ f\-[\\ode\ ' Steel •j\\<^\)\)jay

ooT^):^\
ALONG THE

SOUTHERN SHORE OF LAKE ERIE,

Forniing tl^e Best Route to the Summer Cities on

Lake .mmering places, |_rt[\L L M I L U OLLU

Eight Through Trains

FROM THE EAST FOR THE

WOODS, LAKES AND STREAMS >
— OF THE —

< WEST AND NORTHWEST.

The Only Double Track Line
BETWEEN BUFFALO AND CHICAGO.

NOTED FOR THE

Beauty of its Scenery,

Speed of its Trains,

Comfort of its Patrons.

p. I». WRIGHT,
Gen'l Sup't.

A. J. SMIXH,
Gen'l Pass'r & Ticket Agent.



F. W. Devoe & Co
ESTABLISHED I 85?

Offices: Fulton Street. Cor. William.

NE"W YORK.

PURE. MIXED. PAINTS
: If you think of doiqg aqu pa'nting ti-\is Spriqg, we wish to call your

atteqtioq to tl^e fact that we guarantee our ready-mixed paints to be made
oqly of pure lir\seed oil aqd tl^e nqost pern^ar^eqt pigmeqts. They are qot

"Ch^emical." "(Rubber," "Pateqt," or "Fire-proof." We use no secret or

pateqt method in manufacturing tP\enq, by whicP\ beqziqe aqd v^ater are made
to serve the purpose of pure iiqseed oil,

SAMPLES OF FIFTY DESIRABLE SHADES FOR CONSUMERS ON REQUEST.

FINE VARNISHES = ARTISTS' MATERIALS

Painters' Supplies of All Kinds.

SWAN & BUSH NELL,
Wholesale and Retail Dealers iji

Manufacturers' and Painters' Supplies

J\^o. 362 Water Street, foot of Banh,

-^^^^ BRIDGEPORT, CONN. *

Pure White Lead and Linseed Oil, Spar Varnish, Decli Varnish, Ship Black, Lamp Black, Copper

Paint, Verdigris. Every size of Manilla, Hemp, Cotton and Wire Rope.

Burning Oils, Lubricating Oils, Grease, Slush, Tar, Pitch. Everything needed by Engineers and

Firemen. Everything for a Boat Vessel or Steamer.

Complete line of Galvanized Ship Hardware, Window Glass, Blocks and Sheaves, Self-Lubricat-

ing Hoisting Blocks, Canvas, Needles, Marline Spikes, Brooms, Buckets, Flags, Flys,

Marine Lights, Compasses, Barometers, Marine Glasses, Mops.

Our own Special Patterns of Shovels, Scoops and Forks; also Nettings, Seine Twine, Buoy Rope

and Dredge Bag Rope (very soft and fine).

Links, Rings, Tongs, and a complete line of Supplies for the Oyster. Seed and Shelling Business.

Coal Scoops in Old and New Shapes.
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WHEELER^S

Patent *VooJ * Filler.

This article has revolutionized the old sytem of finishing wood. Not only hard-

wood, but even pine, to-day is being finished in its natural beauty ; hence very little

painting is being done inside of new houses. The successful introduction of this

article has, therefore, not only been of benefit to the rich, but its effects are also

seen and enjoyed in the cottage of the industrious mechanic. The fine and beauti-

ful finish observed in our public and private buildings, railroad cars, etc., etc., are

monuments to the merits of this article. Its success has led many to attempt to

counterfeit and palm upon the public many so-called ''just-as good " articles.

Beware of these and see that our name and trade mark are upon each and every

package.

SEND FOR OUR NEW PRICE-LIST AND PAMPHLET
Giving fuli description of how to finish wood naturally—FREE.

BREINIG'S

As the name implies, this paint is made with a Silex or Silica basis, and by the

severe tests it has been put to for more than twenty years has proven itself, under

many circumstances, to be the most durable and economical paint made. For

beauty of finish it is unsurpassed. Do not confound this paint with a liquid paint.

Though sold by the gallon it is in a paste form, and requires reducing with linseed

oil to the proper consistency before it can ho. used.

SEND FOR SAMPLE CARD OF COLORS AND OTHER INFORMATION FREE.

SOLE IVCATSTUKACTURERS ;

THe Brilgeiiorl Wool Flqistiing Company.

STILL RIVKR, XEW MILFORD, COXX.

New York Office. 240 Pearl Street. GRANVILLE M. BREINIG,
Chicago Office, No. 211 E. Randolph Street. Gen'l Agent and Sup't.
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TH[ UNIIEO COLLIERIES COMPANl,

• • • PROPRIETORS, MINERS AND • • •

• • • SHIPPERS OF • • •

HIGH GRADE BITUMINOUS

By Water from South Amboy, New York Harbor

and Philadelphia, and

By Rail to All Points on Fitchburg Railroad, Dela-

ware & Hudson Canal Compan37's Railroad,

Erie Railroad and New York & New England

Railroad

GENERAL OFFICE:

141 South Fourth Street,

PHII.ADEI.PHIA.



Best Tooi- Sxeei-
ANNEALED AND UNANNEALED-ALL SIZES.

Sheet Steel of all descriptions. Circular Saw Plates,

Band Saw Steel, Die Steel, Blister, Double Shear.

z ^m m _ ^.^. 111 »^k.^ f 2
UJ ________ _ _

o

z . o
> ^ n
s; o

DEPOTS IIV THE KE^' EBfGEA]?»JD SXAXES:
WM. JESSOP & SONS, Limited, .----__ BOSTON, MASS.
WARREN, SALISBURY & NIGHTINGALE, - - - PROVIDENCE, R. I.

C. S. MERSICK & CO., -__--__- xeW HAVEN, CONN.
L. L. ENSWORTH, --------- HARTFORD.
HUNTER, PATCHEN & HAVENS, ----- BRIDGEPORT,
F. B. FIELD, ---------- WATERBURY,
HOPKINS & ALLEN MFG. CO., ------ NORWICH,

tphnton i ihotley & co.

Railway, Steamship and Contractors' Supplies,

-43 John Street, New Vork:.

H^ SPECIALTIES: ^
Coustruction Locomotives.

Dump Cars.

Dump Carts.

Eoad Scrapers.

Road Plows.

Road Machines.

Wheelbarrows, Wood.
Wheelbarrows, Iron.

Hoisting Engines.

Wire Rope.

Shovels and Spades.

Picks.

Hammers.

Handles.

Chains and Cables.

Forges.

Wrought Iron and Galv. Pipe.

Pipe Fittings.

Valves, etc., etc.

Engines and Boilers.

Derricks, Hoists, etc.

Saw Mills.

H'dUghts, Lanterns, Lamps, etc.

Trucks.

Lathes.

Grinding & Polishing Macbin'ry

89

Rxibber Packing, Hose, etc.

Leather Belting.

Fire Department Siipplies.

Track Tools.

Crow Bars, Lining Bars, etc.

Wrenches.

Tongs

Scotch Gauge Glasses.

Waste.

Nut Locks.

Brass in Sheet, Bar and Rod.

Copper in Sheet, Bar, Rod and

Circle.



: THE:

RAILROAD,

OSON

The onI\- direct route to the incomparable

resorts in the

On Lakes G^eorge ^^^^ Champ/am,

SARATOGA, Al SABI.E CHAS3I, COOI»ERSXOW'>», SHARO?«
SF»IlI>fGS, XHE GRAVIXV RAILROAD, Etc. Etc.

The Shortest Route Between New York and Montreal.

h
}

Hotel Champlain.

The Superb Summer Hotel of the North,

On Lake Champlain, three unles south of Piattsbnrs;h,

reached by the "Z>. & H. R.Rr

Send six cents in stamps for Illustrated Guide to

Second Vice-President.

J. W. BURDICK,

Gerjera! Passenger Agent,

ALBANY. N. Y.



VIEWS OF PARLOR ROCK GROVE.



Joel FaRiST, Presideqt. Geo. y/iNDSOR, Sec'y and Treas.

TH[ FARISI STEEL COMPANY,

MANUFACTURERS OF ALL DESCRIPTIONS OF

Hammered or Rolled.

S BEST CRUCIBLE CAST STEEL EOR TOOLS and DIES I
dl A SPECIALTY. ^

Railroad and Machinery Forging.
— ALSO,

—

SPIRAL ^} ELLIPTIC CAR SPRINGS.

Chicago: L| St. Louis:

J. S. Brewer, 176 Jackson St. ;', J. H. Wyeth, 221 Chestnut St.

Bridgeport, Conn,



H. A. ROGERS,
19 JOHN STREET, NEW YORK,

Railway, Steamboat, Mill and Machinists'

SUPPLIES.

Sole Agent \\-\ the i-l'-lM l^i ^TV^ ^°'' '^O'lC'^'^'

United States laM??i^^S^^^cJ Gauoe Glasses

NEW YORK AGENTS FOR

TANITE EMERY WHEELS,
HART'S "DUPLEX" DIE STOCK,

HYDRAULIC JACKS, SHOVELS,
IRON BARROV/S, RATCHETS, WASTE,

PACKINGS OF ALL DESCRIPTIONS, ETC., ETC.

Jersey City Spike Works,

MANUFACTURERS OF

Splice Bars, Boat and Ship Spikes,

Screw Bolts, Track Bolts, Railroad Spikes,

Horse Railroad Spikes,

Dock Spikes, Hot Pressed Nuts. Bar Iron.

ROLLINa NllLL AND KacTORY :

Washington, Morgan and Steuben Streets,

JERSEY CITY. N. J.



A snap shot with the Kodak from the train window.

Take

Vcn fresi the button, we do the rest.'

{OK vol- CAN- DO IT VOURSELF),

A Kodak

With you

THE EASTMAN COMPANY, -
'-

ROCHESTER, N. Y.

SEND FOR CATALOGUE.
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Housatonic -^ Railroad

tHe only route to

-=llenoxj^
AND ALL THE

^P^AMOUS v^UMMER J^^E

-i BERKSHIRE HILLS. (

SORTS

FROM NEW YORK (DAILY EXCEPT SUNDAY),

*rH ROUGH TICKETS ana Baggage Checks can be obtained from all Ticket

Agents Atlantic Coast Line, Richmond & Danville Railroad, Pennsylvania

Railroad, Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, Philadelphia & Reading Railroad,

Central Railroad of New Jersey, and ALL Lines South and West of New

York City

Be Sure your Ticket reads via Housatonic nailroad.



The Robert Rare Powel h
MINERS AND SHIPPERS OF

EL MORA SEMI-BITUMINOUS COALS.
IRON ^COKE.

General Office, 308 Walnut St., Philadelphia,

RAYMOND BROS.
Eastern Agents, So. Norwalk, Conn.

-n^l * C^r 0I ^^ reason of its remarkablk purity
-L ilio V^Udi ^^ND SMALI, AMOUNT OF RESIDUE, IS

UNEQUAI.ED AS A FuEL in the Manufacture of the finest

grades of Steel and Iron, while its steam generating
PROPERTIES have brought it into general use on Ocean Steam-
ships, Steamboats, Tugs, Locomotives and Stationary

Engines.
analysis:

Moisture 0.726 per

\ olatne Mattier 16.495

Fixed Carbons 79.680

Ash 3.100

Sulphur 0.468

SHIPPING PIERS: Greenwich, Phila., South Amboy, N.J.,

Conton Piers, Baltimore.

Deliveries can be made to my point reached by
railroad or navigation.

Address all commnnications to Raymond Bros., South
Norwalk, Conn., who will respond promptly by letter, or in

person if preferred.



JtinfTiTJfiTl

cr:AKE THE
BURLINGTON ROUTE

CMICAGO, $ $ $ F^EORIA
r^ ST. 1.0UIS

-TO ALL POINTS-

Northwest, West, Southwest.

Tickets via, and general information concerning, the Burlington Route can be obtained of

any Ticket Agent of connecting lines, or by addressing the nearest of its

S06 Washington Street, Boston, Mass.
EASTERN OFFICES • . ^vn o ^ a, v , n;S79 Broadway, New York City.

p. S. EUSTIS, General Passenger and Ticket Agent, C, B. & q. R.K., Chicago, 111.



ousatonic Railroad.

THE BERKSHIRE HILLS ROUTE
FROM

NIAGARA FALLS, BUFFALO, ROCHESTER,

SYRACUSE, ROME, UTICA,

THOUSAND ISLANDS, MONTREAL,

THE ADIRONDACKS SUMMER RESORTS,

AND SARATOGA, TO

Bridgeport New Haven,
AND

ALL POINTS IN CONNECTICUT,

The Housatonic Railroad is the ONLY LINE running Through Draw-

ing-Room Cars and Coaches between New York, Great Barrington, Stock-

bridge, Lenox, Pittsfield and all the Summer Resorts in the Berkshire Hills.

THROUGH TICKETS BAGGAGE CHECKS

Can be obtained from all Ticket Agents of New York Central & Hudson

River Railroad, Rome, Watertown & Ogdensburg Railroad, Grand Trunk

Railway, Delaware & Hudson Railroad and Fitchburg Railroad.

Dnf^nf^l^n-r ^"^ Housatonic Railroad is the SHORT LINE
XVClllClliUCi

^ from the West and North to Bridgeport, New

Haven and All Points in Connecticut.

See tliat your Ticket reads via |lousatoi)ic Hailroad.



THE IMPROVED

Hancock Locomotive Inspirator
THE BEST KNOWN FEEDER FOR

Stationary, Marine and

Locomotive Boilers.

Easily Operated. Simple in Construction. Durable.

Requires no adjustment, automatic or otherwise, for
varying steam pressures.

Operated by one handle, and works equally well on
high or low steam.

Water supply regulated by the use of feed cock con-
nected directly to inspirator.

Always entirely reliable, and with over 170,000 Inspira-
tors in daily use, we confidently refer to the engineers

n who have them in constant use.
m

FOR SALE EVERYWHERE.

Send for Circulars to • •

The Hancock Inspirator Co.

BOSTON, MASS.

C. S. Mersick. L. H. English. R. S. Woodruff.

C. S. MERSICK & CO

Iron, Steel, Metals, Hardware,

KTC.

386, 388, 390 and 393 State Street,

NEW HAVEN, CONN



¥
late rt«& pTinbr0«r CSlct^^

HOLBROOK BROTHERS.

85, 87, 89 BeekmanSt.—New YORK—53 55 Cliff Street

IMPORTERS AND DEALERS IN

French, English and American

Window and Plate Glass.
— ALSO,

—

Embossed Glass ^ Ground Glass ^ Cathedral Glass

Rough Glass for Floors and Skylights.

J^ational • Tube • Works • Co.
BOSTON, NEW YORK, PITTSBURGH,

OH/CAGO, ST. LOUIS, McKEESPORT, PA.

Product, 500 Tons Daily.

WROUGHT IRON PIPE, '"'''^^:::^z:^:''''

Treated with Kalamein are absolutely free from rust or corrosion.

< BOILER . TUBES >o
FOK

Locormotive and Stationary Engines.

Mack's Locomotive Injector, Dodge's Injector,

JAS. C. CONVERSE, WM. S. EATON,
Boston, Boston,

President. Treasurer.



WHITNEY S KEMMERER,

HO. HI Broadway, Hew YorK.

//

MINERS AND SHIPPERS OF //.? j'—>. A T"

ANTHRACITE lvJ/VJ_^

We shall be pleased to name prices to all points on the

Housatonic Railroad by water to Bridgeport, or by rail from

Newburgh and the Xew York & New England Railroad ; also,

via Highland, the Poughkeepsie Bridge Route, and the Central

New England & Western Railroad.

We call attention to our Lehigh and Free Burning Coals

as follows :

"LEHIGH:" "FREE BURNING:"

Upper Leliii^li, lied Asli,

Sandy Knn, Florence,

Silver Brook, Pl.vmonth Vein,

Wilburton. Moo.sic.

—. Prices Low. Quality fiigh.
—-~-

Prices furnished on application to all points in New England

reached by rail.

A.LBERT L3ARLINa,

Sales Agent,



Heatii^g M Gookir^o ^A^PParatiis
^

"PERFECT"
(trade-mark.)

Cooking k^

^Ranges
WITH

DOUBLE OR SINGLE OYENS.

ALL SIZES FOR

FAMILY, HOTEL
ooRESTAURAIVns..

These Ranges are fitted

with the celebrated Perfect

Wrought Iron French Roast-

ing and Pastry Ventilated

Ovens.

No Failures,

' Always on Time,

Sure Workers, axd

Delight the Cooks.

''PERFECT"
(trade-mark:.)

Warm Air Furnaces,

Rot Wate?' and Steam

HEATERS.
More of these popular and successful goods in

use in Private Dwellings, Churches, Schools, Hos-
pitals, Hotels and U. S. Government Buildings

than of any other make.

SEND FOR CIRCULARS AND TESTIMONIALS.

RICllARDSON A BOYNTON CO. Sole TVlanfrs.

Nos. 232 & 234 Water Street,

84 L,ake S$treet, Cliicasro. -NEW VORK.
Same address as for past 30 yeais.



SWn, iltcitleifl k w\m Haiiroai.

THE ONLY ALL RAIL ROUTE

^ The Famous

^ Summer Resorts of

'^^r^—

BilcRfielJ, © ^

Vb.5liiD^ton, ©

Ii2!.te V^^r^m^u^.

In connection with the New York, New Haven & Hartford Railroad and

Housatonic Railroad, through cars are run to all points in the beautiful

The elevation of the old historic town of Litchfield is 1200 feet above

the level of the sea, and the drive through the Shepaug Valley, along the

banks of its beautiful streams, presents one of the most picturesque views

found in the foothills of the Berkshire Range. Bantam Lake, the largest

in the State, and Lake Waramaug offer excellent fishing and boating. The

variety and beauty of the drives through the Shepaug Valley are unsurpassed.

Through Car Service on " Lenox Express" from Grand Central Depot,

New York City. Time, New York to Litchfield, THREE HOURS FIFTEEN

MINUTES. Sure connection of trains, fast time and all the comforts of

modern travel are assured the patrons of these delightful resorts.

For time of trains, through car service, and other particulars, address,

ALEX. McNeill, Gen'l SLiperintendent,

LITCHFIELD. CONN.
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THE NEW HOTEL
T

jS^MPSRSj^ND
OPEN THE ENTIRE YEAR.

On Lower Saranac Lake, Adirondack Mountains.

TELEGRAPH AND POST-OFFICE ADDRESS,

Ampersand, F^raiiklin County, P(. Y.

rn HE Ampersand has been enlarged during the past winter and is fitted

I up with the most comfortable and modern conveniences, including

public and private bath-rooms, steam heat in public rooms and bedrooms,

open fire-places, gas, electric bells, elevator, etc.

CUISINE AND SERVICE OE THE HIGHEST STANDARD OE EXCELLENCE.

Fresh milk and vegetables from Hotel farm. Beautifully located on the

lower Saranac Lake, which is the acknowledged "Queen of Lakes," and is

the starting point for all resorts and camping spots in the woods. General

store in hotel; boats, guide, fishing tackle, camp outfits and supplies furnished.

The Lake Steamer makes a landing at Hotel dock.

Trout fishing from May ist to September 15th. Deer hunting from

August 15th to November ist. Special facilities oflFered for safe boating.

Ampersand four-horse Concord coach meets all trains at Saranac Lake station

on Chateaugay Railroad, distant one mile from hotel. Take the New
York Central & Hudson River Railroad at 426. Street, New York City, or

the Hudson River Steamers, which make direct connections with the Dela-

ware & Hudson Railroad at Albany and Troy. Sleeping and Parlor Cars

on all trains. The Ampersand offers special advantanges for the amusement

of young people. Tennis court, base-ball field, etc., on Hotel grounds.

Time tables, illustrated circulars, diagrams and full information cheer-

fully given. Address,

EATON & YOUNG,
Managers,
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